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News Editor: Emily Wuchner
Phone: 809-4468
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February 23, :~
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OC~e~b~~~t------~·-~-----------Thursday, Feb. J5
lege reported an unidentified
subject in a bed in a resident's
room. The subject was possibly
intoxicated. The subject was a
guest in the wrong room. An officer took a report.
4:21 a.m. A caller from Regents
College reported water coming
out of ceiling tiles in the second
floor kitchen area. The water
source was located and turned
off. Central Plant was advised.
11:4 5 a.m. A caller from Roy
Stewart Stadium reported a Mur·
ray State truck parked west of
the stadium had a window
smashed. Transportation was
advised. The truck was moved to
a shop.
6:38 p.m . A caller from the
Western Kentucky Parkway was
in a car accident in a University
vehicle. No one was injured in
the accident. The truck's trailer
possibly had a broken axle. The
transportation director was
advised.

12:32 a.m. A caller from Franklin

Jeff Slinker/The News

Shawn McGary, junior from Hardinsburg, Ky., washes a press after printing In the graphics communications management lab in the Oakley Applied Science building Thursday.

Officials request selected
studentS COmplete SU....Tey
&

" ·

A few randomly selected Murray State
students were mailed National Survey of
Student Engagement surveys Feb. 21
Murray State established a lottery for
those who complete the survey for one
cash prize of $100 and 24 cash prizes of
$25 each.
The University urges the freshmen and
seniors who received the survey to
respond. The students selected may also
take the survey online using the lD and
password provided in the letter of invitation.
For more information, contact Filgen
Muscio at fugen.muscio@murraystate.
edu.

Department announces
distinguished lecturer
The chemistry department bas
announced Emily Craig as the speaker at
this year's Gary Boggess Distinguished
Lecture.
The lecture will be at 4:30 p.m. March 5
in the Freed Curd Auditorium. Craig will
discuss "Forensic Anthropology: From
the Crime Scene to the Courtroom."

Craig is the author of the book "Teasing
Secrets from the Dead: My Investigations
at America's Most lnfamous Crime
Scenes."
The Gary Boggess Distinguished Leeture series was established and named for
the former dean of the college of science,
engineering and technology.

Renow ned
swordsman
visits campus in March
The Murray State Fencing Club and the
Association for Renaissance Martial Arts
will sponsor John Clements, a nationally
renowned sword master, to teach a seminar.

Clements will teach students about the
German Long-sword and the Rapier.
The seminar will be March 3 - 4 in the
north gym of the Carr Health building.
Fee is $50 for both days and no prior
experience is required.
Conta,ct msufencing@hotmail.com to
register.
Emily Wuchner, news editor. COIJ?9iles
Campus Briefly. If you wou1afike to submit
information for Campus Briefly, phone
809-4480.

College reported subjects pouring water 00 a vehicle. The subjects were pulling a prank on
another student.
2:40 a.m. A caller from Hester
College reported water being
thrown in the caller's room and
items were possibly damaged. An
officer took a report.
7:56 a.m. A caller from Mason
Hall reported a subject sitting in
a vehicle for a long period of
time. An officer checked on the
subject. The subject was waiting
on a friend and was asked to
move off campus to wait.
1:20 p.m. A caller from Winslow
Dining Hall requested Emergeocy Medical Services for a student having difficulty breathing.
The subject was transported to
the Murray-Calloway County
Hospital emergency room. An
officer took a report.
3:44p.m. The residence director
of White College reported a
faulty smoke detector. Central
Plant was notified and an officer
checked the location and advised
everything appeared normal.
3:53 p.m. A caller from Winslow
Dining Hall reported a bicycle
was thrown in a Dumpster. The
caller removed the bike from the
Dumpster. An officer picked up
the bike and put it in the bike
rack at Public Safety. An officer
took a report.

Sunday, Feb. 18
1 p .m. An officer from the Clara
M. Eagle Art Gallt!ry udvised the

alarm code was not accepted
when it was keyed in. A faculty
member was trying to dose the
gaUery. The closing alarm was
received.
7:10 p .m. The residence director
of Richmond College advised
two vehicles were blocking the
f~re lane and one vehicle was in
the college head's parking place.
Parking enforcement was notified and citations were issued.
8:53 p .m. Murray State Police at
Hester College issut.!d a citation
to Nolan Hapeman, freshman
from Carterville, Ill.. for possession of marijuana and drug paraphernalia.

Friday, Feb. 16
h36 p.m. A caller from Wells

Hall reported clients could not
fmd anywhere to park because
several cars were parked in the
circle and students were parking
in lots close to the building.
Parking enforcement was notified and issued a citation.
8:41 p.m. Murray State police at
the Roy Stewart Stadium parking
lot reported people in the lot
were looking into vehicles and
pulling on door handles. An officer did not make contact with the
subjects.
8:Sl p.m. An officer at tht.!
Regional Special Events Center
requested a patrol unit at gate B.
Brian E. Lewis, senior from Paducah, Ky., was arrested by Murray
State Police for alcohol intoxicatiOn.

Monday, Feb.l9
10:30 a .m. A caller from Hester
College reported three subjects
skateboarding on the front steps
of the college. An officer advised
the subjects of a skateboard policy.
6:44 p.m. A caller from Purcell
Tennis Courts requested the
lights be turned on for practice.
Central Plant was advised. The
lights would not turn on. Central
Plant called for an electrician.
7145 p.m. The residence director
of White College :requested an
officer check on a male subject in
the lobby. The subject was a stu-

Saturday, Feb. 17
1:55 a.m. A caller from Hart Col-

dent. An officer took a report.

1\tesday, Feb. 20
12:13 a.m. A caller at Publk Safe-

ty reported harassment from her
ex-boyfriend. An officer took a
report.
12:57 p .m. An officer at Hester
College reported the smell of
smoke. The Murray Fire Department and Housing were notified.
Facilities Management was noti·
fled. The smell was food cooking.
The state fire marshal was :notified and an officer took a report.
8:40 p .m. A caller from the
intramural fields reported people
playing on the field during a
thunderstorm warning. Officers
were advised. Central Plant
turned off the lights and an officer advised the subjects were
told to leave the field.

Wednesday, Feb. 21
8:17 a.m. A caller from Roy
Stewart Stadium reported a theft
of several items. An officer took a
report for third degree burglary.
1:43 p.m. A caller from the
White College parking lot reported a possible hit and run. An officer gave the owner a self accident report.
7:59 p.m. A caller from the
EXPO Center requested an officer unlock the main office for a
student worker. An officer
opened the door.
8:05 p.m. Racer Patrol requested
an officer on the north side of the
Bashear building. The building
coordinator was advised and the
door was secured by the officer.
11:14 p.m. A caller from the residential college circle reported a
car alarm sounding between Hart
and Springer colleges. The officer was advised the alarm was
not sounding.

Motorist assists - 1
Racer escorts -1
Arrests - 1

Emily Wuchner, news l!ditor, compiles Pollee Beat with materials
Public Safety provido?s. All dis patched calls are not listed.

.Psst... Want to Hear
Sonzething New?
Check US Ou"t

Online a-t WKMS.org

QC4fe

Weeknights 7 to 9 pm
(worldcafe.org)

The World Cafe, with host David Dye, serves up an eclectic
mix of blues, rock, world, folk, and alternative country with
live performances and interviews with celebrated and
emerging artists.

PARENTS HAVE A
LOT OF RULES.

Soul Flight
Fridays 11 pm to 2 a.m.
A lively, insightful mix of music, news, views and
interviews reflecting the local and national
African An1erican community.
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Well, now that you're old
enough to start making
your own rules, come check
out living at Murray Place.

~4,(

We're conveniently located.
Affordable. Popular with the
students. And, since It's your
furniture, we could give a dang
If you put your fHt on lt.

Beyond the Edge
Saturday Ntghts from 11 pm to 1 am
From Folk and pop to alt-county and indie rock, BTE
covers a full range of the finest alternative music.

The Indie Connect ion
Sundays at 1 am after
Beyond the Edge
MSU's John Gibson showcases both bands far & wide,
along with "local bands" from the Four Rivers Region.

1700 lowes Dr.
Murray, KY 42071

Midnight Sun.

270.759.3003

Sundays at Midnight

www.MurrayPiace.COII

MSU's Katie Villanueva & Chad Lampe present radio
for discriminating insomniacs and weary weekend
warriors. Hear legendary stars like Frank Sinatra and
new artists such as Gnarls Barclay and Pink Martini.

~

.,,

the news

news

February 23, 2007

3a

TUITION
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From Pagel

From Pagel

year while students at the
University of Louisville may
pay about $7,002 a year. Stu·
dents at Western Kentucky
may pay $6,416 a year.
Denton gave a presenta·
tion about the tuition
increase at the forum and
said despite the increase,
tuition at Murray State is rei·
atively low compared to
other Universities across the
state.
"I thought there was some
good communication going
on," Denton said. ''Students
understand that we are not
just raising fees for no reason. Our operating environment has some pressure."
Don Robertson. vice president for Student Affairs, said
students may sec a 3 percent
increase in meal rates, or $3
to $17 a semester.
Next semester, different
meal plans will be offered.
Instead of having a set number of meals each week,
meals may be used any time

but students may not. consume more than 19 meals per
week.
University officials will
also offer a block plan which
allows students 125 meals
and $250 Flex Dollars. Flex
Dollars may be used as cash
in any food service opera·
tion.
Students may also consume an unli.ntited number
of meals at one time while at
Winslow Dining Hall. This
excludes take-out meals and
meal equivalency.
University · president
Randy Dunn 'said he was
pleased with the turnout at
the tuition forum.
"I thought students asked
some great questions and
had some good comments,"
Dunn said. "You could tell
that the folks here came pre·
pared and were really committed to sharing the information they gained with others on campus."
Scott Ellison. SGA presi-

dent, said the tuition forum
allowed students to see the
factors put into determining
tuition. He said though there
was an increase, it could
have been much worse.
"We're still going to be in
good standing as far as compared to other universities,
as we have been in the past,"
Ellison said.
Ellison said he hopes to
lobby for more money at the
state level to ease tuition
hikes in the future.
"It's my responsibility to
let all the Board members
realize that students can't
handle increases like this,"
Ellison said. "So. we're going
to continue to look at other
options."
Molly Williams. junior
from Louisville, Ky., was one
of about 20 students who
attended the forum and said
the increase in tuition was
expected.
"It's inevitable," Williams
said. "It's got to happen. I

• Compreh ens ive
Exams for Glasses
& Contact Lenses
• Treatment of Eye
Infections
•Most Ins urance
Accepted (Including:
Blue Cross /Blue
Shield, Medicare,
Medicaid , Spectera,
Dr. DouJiu W. Payne VSP, Avesis)

New & Used Compact.Discs
Car Stereos To Fit Any Car And
Any Budget- Custom Installation

~~E ~·~~·
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just wanted to let them lmow
there are concerned students."
She said University officials were good at listening
to student comments during
the forum.
"I believe the president
when he says that they want
to hear all these student
opinions," Williams said.
"They might not be able to
do something for everything,
but they at least want to listen. They are doing a great
job."
Josh Fulkerson, senior
from Owensboro, Ky.. also
attended the forum and said
the increase was fair, but
eventually increases have to
stop.
"Students need to pay
attention," Fulkerson said.
"We ' have someone who listens to us. We have a voice,
we just have to use it."
Frni1y Wucmer can be reached
at emily.wuchner@murraysate.
edu.

Sunset Boulevard Music

1109 CheS!niJI Sl. • Next Door 10 Wendy's

Houni: Monday · Saturday, 10 a.m. • 6 p.m.
l'tlone: 753-0113

EYES &EYEWEAR
In Olympic Plaza, Next to Los Portales, Murny

753-5507
D'.1~"QR
kate spade

WWW.BIGAPPLEMURRAY.COM
THURSDAY MARcH lsr

RA LP H

Serengeti
Tommy Hllflger
BURBERRY Tommy Bahama
1W.PH LAUIIa

"Quolrty FyrYore /(Jr the Fntm-- Fmnily ..

THE

OCTOBER

S1»ring Brea((
s,ecia(

8m
HOOSIER DADDY

T UURSDAY MARco

UNIQUE MEXICAN FoOD •

CAJUN S PECIALS

DELI SANDWICHES • BBQ • SOUPS
BEST SALADS IN TOWN
BURGERS & FRIES • GREAT DESSERTS

S60 Mi"utes tS6
660 Mi"utes tSS.SO
Now Offerl"g JO Pays
U"lhttlted - A"y Jed •29.9 9
All Lotlo"s 20~ Off!

••••••••••••••••••
LUNCH SPECIALS
NON-SMOKING AVAILABLE
PRIVATE ROOMS FOR
MEETINGS/PARTIES

Cornrr of IOth & .\rradia •

759-SS66

lkhind ( 'lll'ri Theatres

PLEASE BE OUR GUEST...

HEAR YE! HEAR YE!

1fear Christ Proc(aimed
March 11th- 16th
Phi((!P Shumake

Everyone is welcome ...
Bring your Bible and let us reason together ...
Truth does not fear investigation ...
Don't let someone else do your thinking for you!!!
Sunday Bible Study
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Monday through Friday

MW

D

641

0

10:00 a.m.
10:50 a.m.

6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

WEST MURRAY CHURCH OF CHRIST
Comer of Doran Rd. and Holiday Rd. Take 94 W (Main St.) to Doran Rd, tum
left, go past Murray High School, 4th street on left is Holiday Dr.

MwnlyH.S

it not so unreasonable to pay
their rent," Ellison said. "We're
just going to continue to look
at that this week and hopefully
we'll have some more options
come this Friday."
Ellison said officials are

.

•
looking at many ideas tO:
decrease the pay gap including'
slightly raising the cost of food.:
services.
:
Emily Wuchner can be reodrecl
at emily.wuchner@murraysate:
edu.
-
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From Pagel
do anything that looks to be
interfering with that and,
with me, it will have no
impact on what she does here
at the University. She is a
valued employee and will
continue to be such and she
has to do what she feels is
appropriate."
Dunn said the Board of
Regents will go into executive session before today's
meeting to discuss the pend·
ing litigation between Dennison and the University et
al.
Robbie Rudolph issued a
statement in an interview

Tuesday.
•
"This is an attempt at :
extortion, and the accusa- •
tion is baseless and an abuse :
at the legal system," he said. :
Dennison
filed
suit :
against the University in:
February 2005 after being ~
transferred from his posi- :t
tion as athletics director toE
director of corporate and :
foundation giving.
:
McCane filed suit against :
Dennison and others in Sep- :
tember 2005.
:
Emily Wuduter can be nn:hed :
emily.wuchner@nwrraystate.

':ru
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OplnJon Editor: Rockelle Gray
Phone: 809-4468

on

lui ion increase
o how do you
feel about your
tuition
increase?
Please, don't all
talk at once.

what do you think•••
What do you think about the tuition increase?
''I think it's ridiculous that they have
to hike prices because people want
to be able to afford to go to college."

. '

Joseph Durham· Paducah. Ky.
sophomore

"I don't really like it very much. I have

doubts about where the money
will be spent."

David Pyle • Paducah, Ky.

senior
"Even with the increase. Murray State
is still affordable. President Dunn said
additional scholarships would be awards
for those hit hardest by the increase."
cassie Teague· Benton. Ky.

junior
''I think a lot of people came to Murray

State because <:>f the price,
and it will make it harder."

Mary wauace • tadlz, Ky.
freshman

·

Jeff Slinker/ lhe News

tbenews
M .URRAY STATE UNIVERSITY
2609 University Station
Murray State University
Murray, Kentucky 42071·3301
E·mail: thenews@murraystate.edu
Fax: 809·3175

www.thenews.oro

Students' lack of participation
shows they are not concerned
The staff editorial is the majority opinion of the
editorial board of The Murray State News. The
editorial board is composed of all section editors.
Murray State could be in danger of losing its
most valuable commodity - its claim to fame in
the category of best value in Kiplinger's.
University President Randy Dunn announced
Friday his proposed estimate for the 2007-08
tuition increase. Dunn will summit the 8.4 percent increase to the Board of Regents today for
approval.
The tuition is $4,998 for 2006-07. If passed by
the Board, the tuition will be $5,418 for the 20072008 academic year.
While some students may be frustrated by the
increase, many more students from other public
universities may have many more reasons to
argue.
For instapce, University of Kentucky students
are anticipating a 9 percent increase, Western's
students will see a 9.5 percent increase, and University of Louisville students' tuition has
increased to 12 percent.
So, compared to the $210 yearly increase at
Murray State, students should not complain
because UofL students will have to pay $375 next
year.
As all universities struggle to keep prices
down, Murray State has not increased its tuition

Writeto us

the news editorial board

I

Elizabeth caweln
Editor in Chief • 809·6877
Emily Wuchner
News Editor • 809·4468
Rockelle Gray
Opinion Editor • 809·4468
casey Northcutt
College Life Editor • 809·4468

to the 9.5 percent cap, something students
should appreciate.
Last year, tuition increased 13 percent.
According to earlier reports, the Council on
Post-Secondary Education had agreed that the
tuition rate increase would not exceed 9.5 percent for the 2007-08 school year.
While some are striving to make college
affordable for students, one may wonder if students really even care about a tuition increase.
By looking at the small amount of students
who were present at the tuition forum, some
could draw the conclusion that students depend
on administrators to make the decision for them.
But, most students should be more concemeQ.
and participate in the process.
1
If students don't care, then why should President Dunn try to ensure Murray State's tuition
remain lower than other K~ntucky universities?
Murray State students should take an active
role in becoming knowledgeable about tuition
increases.
Instead of complaining about the p rice of their
tuition when bills come in August and December, students should rally together to influence
administrators about what they want their
tuition to be and participate in keeping this university affordable. If not, we may lose our ability.

Tommy Dillard
Sports Editor • 809-4481
Brent Bauscher
Advertising Manager • 809·4478
Jonathan Burris
Photography Editor • 809·4468
Joe Hedges
Adviser • 809·2998

The Murray Stat~ Ne~ welcomes commentaries and let1ers to the editor. letters should be 300 words 01"
ll!SS. Contributors should Include phone numbers lor verification. PleaseInclude hometown. classification, IItie
or relationship to the University. Commentaries should be limited to 600 words. The Murray State News
resems the ric}ht to edit for style, lenqlh and content. All contributions should be turned In Wednesday of each
week via e-mail or thenewtOfQ.
Tilt Wun"IV State News strlm to bf the llnivmlty C0111111Unity's source lor Information. Our QOalls to present that Infor-~-

mation In a fair end unbiased manner and provide 1 frte end open forum for t l presslon and debate.
The Murray State News is a desiQllaled public forum Student eo,tors h~ve euthority to make all content Otcisions without
censorship or advance approval. The paper offers ahands·on learninQ envirooment for students Interested In journalism. The
C<Jmpus pressshould be lrtt fromcensorship lnd advatlCe epprovat or copyand li seditors should develop lllelr editorial and
news policies.
The llurray State News IS prepared and edited by students and Is an oflttlal publication of Murray State University. Tht
first copy is flee. Addtllonaf copies are available for ZS cents at mWilson HatL

news

6a

the news.
February 23, 2007

Two Illinois employees join Dunn's staff
Emily Wuchner
News Editor '
Furniture and picture frames
weren't the only things University
President Randy Dunn brought with
him from illinois.
Two members of his staff in the
lUinois State Superintendent's office
began working in the president's
office this month.
Becky Watts, deputy to the president, was Dunn's chief of staff in Illinois. Dunn said Watts will have
day-to-day duties related to the
internal function of the University.
"Part of the challenge for me is
that I have to be very external,"
Dunn said. "' have to be involved in
fundraising, working with our
donors, being involved with a lot of
community groups, working in
Frankfort, etc., and it talc:es a lot of
time away from the University in
our day to day functioning.

"It's basically
just to malc:e sure
all the work is
ongoing
and
flowing through
this office the
way
everyone
needs it to for the
day-to-day operations of the University to go on
unimpeded, even
though I may not
always be physipresent
Becky "Watts cally
Deputy to the here."
President
Watts, whose
first day in Wells
Hall was Feb. 15, said she will
process and sign things for Dunn
while he is away from the University.
Before working with Dunn in the
superintendent's office, Watts
worked at a community college and
said she is glad to have the chance to

SECOND LIFE

work in higher
education again.
"I
love
being around students and the
energy students
have and being
able to see students and faculty
interact with each
other, the whole
learning environment,"
Watts
-~--.......~ said. "I love that
Josh Jacobs so much. So
Special projects being able to be
back in that is
coordinator
very exciting for
me."
Watts said she enjoys the small
community and looks forward to
working at the University.
"I'm just excited to be here and
excited to be able to do what I can to
continue to build on the tradition
that Murray State has and to contin-

ue to build on that progress and do
what I can to support that," she said.
Josh Jacobs, special projects coordinator, began working at the Illinois superintendent's office around
the same time Dunn did. Jacobs was
Senate liaison for education policy
while in Illinois.
"Although here I'm not doing the
lobbying, 1 am getting the projects
that need done," Jacobs said. "In this
sense, I am a liaison with student
organizations and student groups."
Jacobs, who began Feb. 1, said he is
researching projects that may be
implemented at Murray State.
Already he is researching recycling,
maximizing the benefits of residential colleges and benchmark institutions. Jacobs said he is also thinking
of new ideas the University may
innovate.
"Part of what I'm trying to do is
think outside that box and try and
figure out what's possible," Jacobs
said.

Jacobs said he is excited about
working at Murray State because of
the challenge and the opportunities
on campus.
"I have not been at a University on
this side of the desk before," Jacobs
said. "I've been a student, I've been
involved in student programs, but
I've never been on the faculty, staff,
administrator side of the desk, and
it's a new perspective," facobs said.
"I'm up for the challenge. I look forward to it."
Jacobs said because he, Dunn and
Watts worked together in Illinois,
they w}ll work well together here,
too.
'"I think the three of us have a
good working relationship," Jacobs •
said. "We understand how each
other works and so I think that will ":
be beneficial for us and Murray, to
have that working relationship
already established."
Emily Wuchner can be reached at"
emily. wuchner@murraystate.edu.

.

Computer program allows
users to interact in game
AlaiDa Zanin
Staff Writer
A web-based virtual world
bas University faculty and
students leading double lives.
Sue Sroda. scholar-in-residence for the Center for
Teaching, Learning and
Technology. works with faculty to find ways to use new
technology in the classroom.
This semester, Sroda is working on a pilot project with
other universities to see how
Second Life can be used for
educational purposes.
Second llie is a Web site
tHat lets Users ~ulate real
life by creating characters
that walk, talk, fly, interact
and do business. Second Life
has been compared to an
online version of the popular
computer game "The Sims."
The characters, or avatars,

can interact with each other
one-on-one or through the
conference chat feature.
Every user is a resident of
Second Life, able to own
property and create any type
of product to buy, sell or
trade.
Second Life is free to users
unless they want to buy more
property and receive a virtual
stipend - then users must pay
a monthly fee of $9.95,
according to Second Life.
com.
Second Life even has its
own economy, fueled by a
currency called Linden Dollars. Linden Dollars can be
bought and sold for real currency on the
Linden
Exchange. Presently, one U.S.
dollar is worth about 270 Lindens.
Sroda sees numerous possibilities for students to gain
learning experiences with

Second Life, she said.
"1 think this is inherently
more interesting than the
classroom," Sroda said.
"There are no flat white
boards or flat text of distance
learning. I think this is just a
richer experience. You could
hold office hours, make connections with students, and
build whatever you want."
Mur ray State and other uni- •
versities like Harvard and
NYU have received virtual
land grants to test the educational potential of Second
Life, Sroda said.
Graphic design students
could especially benefit from
the use of Second Life,
because the site gives users
an unrestricted platform to
create products from dragons
to office furniture, Sroda said.
Chris Hopper, senior from
Nashville, Tenn., is doing a
research project on the high-

photo count'Sy of Sue Sroda

5econd Lift, 1 vktulllntlmet wortd. 111ews users to G'llte dlncters and sfnlulltl nlll 11ft.
er education uses of Second
Life by observing other universities and sitting in on
weekly virtual classes. Later,
Hopper will help develop
Murray State's virtual property and documentation for it,
he said via e-mail.

Hopper said he definitely
sees a potential for learning
through Second Life.
"It is useful," Hopper said.
"From Harvard Law's Mock
Trial of the first-ever Second
Life related lawsuit, to basic
Artificial Intelligence Classes,

to roundtable literary discussions. Second Life is being
used by universities already
to enhance the learning experience."
Alaina Zanin can be
reached at alaina.zanin@
murraystate.edu.
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LEARNSMART 100 offers a unique and innovative service to
Murray State Students. LEARNSMART 100 is simple, yet comprehensive.
It allows you to get full credit for what you actually know on exams.
It

The IFC would like to thank each
and every fraternity who had a
part in making the Spring 2007
Rush Week such a success. We
wish all new members the best of
luck with your new found brothers
and hope the coming years hold
great memories and opportunities
in store. The IFC would also like
to thank Paul Radke, Jason
Pittman, Jim Baurer, and Chris
Nuttle for their special efforts to
make Rush such a special week
for all of us. Thank you and best
wishes!

~4

Brian Pack
IFC President

It

Go to www.learnsmart1 OO.com now

ArP

LEARN SMART 100 sessions are now available in the following
subject areas:
Biology 101, Psychology 180, World CIV, and Nursing

AI~

IL.EAni ·--,~RT 100 is not tutorials in subject matter. It's all about process.

Enroll at least 48 hours ahead of your scheduled
LEARN SMART 100 session

:tn

Enroll Now: Sessions are February 19 - 28
FREE for Spring Semester, 2007 only

g_·~
Cole Phelps
IFC Rush Chairman

AXA

For more information, or to enroll, go to www.learnsmart1 OO.com,
email: leamsmart100@sbqalobll.net or call 270.761-4078

MURRAY STATE UNIVERSITY

Space Reservation, Monday at Noon.
Copy Deadline, Tuesday at Noon.

270-809-4478
'
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Campus affected by FDA peanut butter recall
and return the lid to Fast Track or
mail it to ConAgra.
The University will receive a
full refund from the vendor for
unopened jars, and lids will be
refunded for the amount the Uni·
versity purchased the product at,
Fritz said.
If students return the lids to
Fast Track, they will receive a
refund for $3.20 or a credit for the
amount to use on other items.
Fritz said presently only four or
five lids have been returned ami
fewer than six jars have been sent
back from the University.
Fritz said the Peter Pan brand
bas always had a good customer
response, but the University plan:;
to stop carrying the product until
the contamination has been
cleared up.
"'t is going to affect people's
confidence in the product for a
while," Fritz said. "It will hurt
their overall distribution for a
while."
Adam Murphy, junior from
Russellville, Ky., purchased a
recalled jar of Great Value peanut
butter from Wal-Mart.

Ashley Edwan:ls
Assistant News Editor

Jonathan Burris/The News
After the FDA Issued a recall fOf' all Peter Pan and Great Value peanut butter brands last week. shelm It Walilart and other
Ql'ocery stores across the nation were left bare.

Fast T rack was one of many
grocery sto res across the nation
recently forced to pull jars of
peanut butter off the shelves
when the FDA issued a recall for
all Peter Pan and Great Value
brands of peanut butter produced
by ConAgra last week.
All jars with the serial code
beginning "2lll" were recalled
due to evidence suggesting they
contained Salmonella.
Richard Fritz, director of Food
Services, said the University carries the Peter Pan brand, and took
action immediately after seeing
an issue for the recall on TV.
"We knew when had that code
on our invoke. so we sent out a
campus-wide e-mail and took all
remaining jars of the product off
the shelves," FritZ said.
The only peanut butter affected
was sold at Fast Track.
Fritz said students who purchased the recalled peanut butter
should throw the product away

Murphy said his roommate saw
the recall on the news, noticed
Murphy had one of the jars and
threw it away.
He said he docs not plan to pur·
chase either brand in the future.
''I did not get sick after eating
the peanut butter, but it still
makes me uneasy about that
brand," Murphy said.
Nine cases of Salmonella have
been reported in Kentucky from
September 2006 through January
2007 in Calloway, Jefferson, Kenton, Marshall, Greenup, Meade
and Warren counties, according
to msnbc.com.
Since August, 300 people in 39
states have become ill with the
probable cause leading to the
recalled peanut butter brands.
There are no reported deaths.
Salmonella infects about 40,000
people a year and kills about 600
in the United States.
Some symptoms of Salmonella
poisoning are diarrhea, fever,
dehydration, abdominal pain and
vomiting.
Ashley Edwards can be reached at
ashleyb.edwards@murraystate.edu.

Students use Facebook to support Department publishes magazine
political candidates, party choice
1

Robin Phelps
Staff writer
Tailored with friends, groups,
photos, events, messages and
notes, Facebook has infiltrated
the lives of Murray State students, and in rcct•nt weeks, the
2008 presidential campaign.
•1 use Facebook everyday,"
said Kevin Lee, .freshman from
Kirkwood, Mo. "At least fur 15
minutes four times a day.lt keeps
me in touch with friends I haven't
seen since junior year in high
schooL I want to be updated on
everyone's life."
Not only a spot to snoop into
their friends' relationship sta·
tus updates and \\!all-to-wall
posts, Facebook has become a
place where students can voice
their opinions on a variety of topics.
"I use Facebook to get my
point across to others," Lcl~ said.
"I feel like thcro are a lot of people out there who can disagree or
agree with my opinion."
Facebook allows users to take
their opinions to the next level,
with more than 500 groups supporting different presidential
candidates. Though Lee said he's

ta, created the group "One Million Strong for Barack" oii Jan. 16
and bas been determined, since
the group's start to reach one
million members and collect
$100,000 to contributed to Obama's campaign.
Though the group supports
Obama and his views, the presidential candidate did not spur
this organized effort. In fac t,
completely student-run, the
group encourages students to
support, and even oppose, the
opinions and topics within the
group's discussion board.
And while Obama, D-Ill.,
appears to have the majority of
the young population's Facebook
vote, one question remains - will
they actually vote?
Holland said she doesn't
believe the mass Facebook followings will leave much of a dent
in the election totals.
.. 1 don't think it's all that
important," Holland said. "I'm
not that political, but I know who
I'm going to vote for. I don't think
(the Facebook groups) will make
that big of a difference. It's called
the Electoral College. They will
screw us over."
Robin Phelps can be reached a t
robinj.phelps@murraystate.edu.

aware of the groups, he said they
aren't the best means for campaigning.
"I wouldn't campaign this way
because not everybody on Facebook can vote," Lee said. "But
(the groups) would also get the
younger people that can't vote
into politics."
Other students like Roxana
Holland, junior from Owensboro,
Ky., have jumped in to the grow·
ing trend.
Holland said she joined the
Faccbook group "Barack Obama
(One Million Strong for Barack)"
to show her support.
"He's African American and be
needs all of the support he can
get,'' Holland .said. "There's going
to be a lot of opposition out
there, and the least I can do is
show my support."
Ranging from the group "One
Million Strong for Barack" with
292,314 members, to "Anybody
That Would Support Barack
Obama is a Moronic Liberal"
with 447 members. the groups on
Faccbook have provided thousands of young people with a
new platform through which to
debate and decide issues.
Farouk Olu Aregbe, an alumnus of University of North Dako-

1

Robin Phelps

Staff writer

"New Madrid," the official magarine of
Murray State's low-residency MFA program, is in the editing process and will hit
stands this July.
At $8 an issue, "New Madrid" is maximizing literary works for the readers'
money.
Squire Babcock, associate professor of
English and philosophy and director of the
low-residency MFA program, sald "New
Madrid" incorporates a variety of pieces
from a large spectrum of contributors.
"These works are submitted by writers
all over the country and even the world,"
Babcock said.
Although the first issue of "New
Madrid" has not been released. the team of
MFA graduate students working on the
second release are reviewing and deciding
on the most suitable works for the magazine.
"The magazine includes fiction, poetry,
book reviews and creative non-fiction,"
Babcock said.
With the collection of literary works
from across the globe, the first issue of
"New Madrid" invites writers to submit
their work.
Ann Neclon, "New Madrid" editor and
assistant director of the low-residency
MFA program, said the magazine will feature about 150 pages of literary works and
required hard work.
"Professors were trying to start this program in 1982," Neelon said. "But in january
we had an event-launching party, and people from the campus and community were

invited to subscribe. It was a way to spread
the word....We really needed to start capitalizing on that."
Spreading the word of "New Madrid" is
vital to the two-year-old low-residency
MFA program as it strives to help graduate
students from Tennessee to Pennsylvania
earn their degrees.
The program is designed to provide a
learning experience for out-of-state, offcampus graduate students.
"We have a field study course and each
student has to choose one," Neclon said.
"Most choose the 'New Madrid' field
study. They work through the Internet and
read and edit submissions posted on Black·
board."
Josh Rutherford, graduate student and
resident of Clarksville, Tenn., said the lowresidency program and his role in "New
Madrid" are extremely helpful as he works
to earn his MFA in creative writing.
"I'm involved as a part of my degree,"
Rutherford said. "It requires a lot of exten·
sivc hours. It's a lot of reading. I think I've
read over a hundred poems."
Thought Rutherford said working on tlie
"New Madrid" magazine requires a great
amount of time, he said the field study program is beneficial to him.
"As a writer we need to understand how
magazines work," Rutherford said. "In
working, rve gotten insight into how many
submissions you can get. The best part is
getting to read all the stuff in the submis·
sion form and what a good manuscript
looks like. There are a lot of people out
there writing, who are trying. It just gives
you a since of community."
Robin Phelps can be reached at
robinj.phelRs@murraystate.edu.
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Racer Gameday
SCHEDULE
1·27
1-29
2·1
2·3
2-8
2-10
2-15
2·17
2-22
2·27
3-2
3·3

®SEMO
L66·63
@Samford
W73·64
Austin Peay
L82·70
®Jacksonville St. W82·61
Eastern Kentucky W75-62 ·
Morehead State
W71·57 ·
Tennessee State
W81-60
@Eastern Illinois
W70·67 .
Tennessee Tech
W80·79 ·
OYC Tournament First Round
OYC Tournament Semifinals
OYC Tournament Championship

MSU STAYS
ScOriiHJ LHden

Joi Scott - 22.0ppg
Amber Guffey - 13.0 ppg
Ashley Nichole Hayes -11.5 ppg
Alaina Lee - 8.1 ppg
RtboundlrHJ Lllden

Joi Scott - 8.7 rpg
Ashley Nichole Hayes - 6.7 rpg
Alaina Lee - 3.6rpg
Assist LHders

Amber Guffey - 4.5-.,: •
Shaleea Petty - 3.5 apr
Alaina Lee - 2.0 apg
After transferring from Northern lllinois Univ~rsity in the fall of 2004, Scott was forced to sit
out the 2004-05 season in compliance with
NCAA rules. But after serving her time on the
bdnch, Scott immediately began to make up for
lo6t time, points and rebounds.
Scott ended the 2005-Q6 season leading the
Ohio Valley Conference in scoring. despite miss~ the first seven games of the season due to lingering eligibility issues from the transfer. She
re\urned this year as the fifth-highest returning
s<:orer in the nation after averaging 20.3 points
per game.
Even with her top-notch performance last season, Felton said Scott has continued to grow as a
player.
l'Sbe's matured a lot, that's the f1rst thing," FeltC:O said. "Joi is a player who came in and bad to
sit out a year, and that's a tough thing to do. Our·
i~ that year she was able to practice, but as far
as. getting game experience and being in game
sbape, that's probably her biggest improvement."
:Scott ranked fifth in the nation in scoring and
l<fth in field goal percentage among Division I
athletes, as of Feb. 18. The senior standout was
named OVC Player of the Week for the fourth
time this season, Feb. 5. She leads the conference
mscoring with an average of 21.8 points per game
~

_,...

and is third in rebounding with 8.6 per game.
Despite her individual feats, Scott said her only
goal for the season was one she couldn't tackle
alone.
"Our goal has always been an OVC championship," Scott said. "I didn't have individual goals
(this year), I just wanted to help my team the best
I could."
Currently, the Racers are tied with Southeast
Missouri State for first place in the conference
with two regular season games remaining. The
18-7 Racers rank fllSt in the OVC in scoring
offense, scoring margin, free throw percentage
and field goal percentage.
With the Racers falling in and out of first place
multiple times this season, Scott said the success
of the team has created a whole new perspective
for the Racers. who failed to advance to the OVC
tournament finals last season.
"We're more experienced (this year)," Scott
said. "We know that people aren't just going to
lay down for us just because we think we're the
best team. We've been working harder than
we've ever worked. I don't think last year we had
the effort that we had this year. J think we're
more mature and a lot of people are getting over
their insecurities."
"We love each other and always have each oth-

er's backs," she said.
Scott said she is anxious to see how the rest of
the season pans out, but that no longer being
labeled with a blue and gold 32 is an idea she hasn't quite grasped.
..1 don't have any (plans), but I wish I did
because it's getting close to (graduation) and it's
like 'what's going to happen"' Scott said. "I'm left
in the dark right now. I have no clue what's going
to happen to me, where I'm going to end up or
where I'm going to live - it's sad and scary. But, I
would like to continue playing basketball for
money."
With an animal health technology degree in
progress, Scott said her ideal job would be a
zookeeper at one of the nation's major zoos if her
basketball career comes to a close after Murray
State.
With only one chance left to help Murray State
win an OVC title, Scott knows how to handle the
last games of her college career.
"We have to keep stepping it up, because
everybody's getting better and everybody's
throwing their best at us," Scott said. "We just
can't take anything lightly and expect to win. We
just have to be polished."
Autumn Boaz can be reached at
autumn.boaz@murraystate.edu.

UT
ScorlrHJ LHders

Andreika Jackson - 12.0ppg
Phyllisha Mitchell - 11.8ppg
Nicole Holman - 8.9PP9
Reboundlnt LHden

Phyllisha Mitchell - 8.8rpg
Andreika Jackson - 6.1 rpg
Crystal Fuller - 6.1 rpg
Assist LeMen

Kimberly Cox - 3.1 apg
Nicole Holman - 2.6 apg
Jennifer Angler - 2.0 apg

LAST MEETING ·
Murray State defeated Tennessee-Mar·_
tin 67-59 Jan. 20 in Murray.

-------
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IRacers get
win
despite
.
$cott In)Ury
•
I

•

•

AutumnBoaz
Assistant Sports Editor
With less than five minutes
remaining in last night's women's
basketball game against Tennessee
Tech, senior Joi Scott hit the floor,
clutching her left knee and emitting
muffled screams into an almost
silent arena.
With help from several members
of the team's staff, Scott, who staggered out of the gym, forcing the
team to find its way out of a losing
predicament without its go-to play-

er and leading scorer.
Riding on a rolercoaster of emotions, the Racers took control of the
game and were able to tie the contest 69-69 at the end of regulation,
sending the game into overtime
with the help of an energized crowd.
The Racers feU behind by four
points in overtime before Ashley N.
Hayes hit a three-point shot to pull
the Racers to within one, 73-72.
"The whole time I was just saying,
'I refuse to lose'", Hayes said. "I
wasn't walking off the cour t with
my bead down."
Hayes' three·point shot, however,

ST TS

was not her only contribution during the five-minute overtime. With
less than 15 seconds left on the clock
she nailed two free throw shots,
sealing an 80-79 victory for the Racers.
Despite the absence of Scott, the
Racers were able to secure their 15th
Ohio Valley Conference win of the
season, keeping them tied for first
place in the conference with Southeast Missouri State.
With the OVC tournament beginni ng Tuesday, Head Coach Joi Felton said the team will stay positive.
"We're saddened by (Scott's situ-

ation), but at the same time I think
there's motivation that we're going
to go out and play for her," Felton
said. "We don't have control over
(her injury). As a coach rm disappointed for her as a senior, that this
possibly could have been her last
game - I hope not, but that's just
something that time will tell.•
Scott was reported to have a dislocated patellar (knee) tendon, and
is scheduled to have an MRI Friday
to provide more information about
the injury.
Autumn Boaz can be reached at
autumn.boaz@murraystate.edu.
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Sports Line•••
TV Events

Tonight: ESPN @ 9:30 p.m.
NBA Basketball
Jazz at Nuggets

Sunday: CBS @ 3 p.m.
College Basketball
Wisconsin at Ohio State

Murray State Events

Saturday: FSN @ 7 p.m.

Fri.-Sat.: Track & Field

Saturday: W B'ball @ 4 p.m.

NHLHockey
Red Wings at Predators

Charleston, Ill.
OVC Indoor Championships

Martin. Tenn.
Murray State at Tenn. Martin

Sunday: ESPN2 @ 9 p.m.

Saturday: M B'ball @ 6 p.m.

Sunday: Baseball @ 1:30 p.m.

Fishing
Bassmaster Classic

M artin, Tenn.
Murray State at Tenn. Martin

Starkville, Miss.
Murray State at Mississippi State
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·. Senior duo
two
of
best
..
··Racers ever
• _Despite victories on the scoreboard in
the Racers' wins over Tennessee Tech
'fhursday night, the Murray State basketball teams suffered a
big loss on senior
night.
Racer basketball
, was forced to bid
aaieu to two of the
gr:eatest athletes to
ever wear the blue
and gold on a senior
night that was nothing if not bittersweet.
;::: shawn
Wither: ~poon and foi Scott
: were more than just
: !f~at athletes - they
Tommy
·were, and are, 100
Dillard
percent
class-act
Sports Editor
ambassadors of this
University, both and off the court.
But it hasn't always been a bed of roses
for the senior duo: both have endured
more than their fair share of hard times
as Racers, which makes their accom·• pllsbments that much more impressive.
• · For Witherspoon, it's been his nagging
foot injury. As if going down in the first
• half of the biggest game of hi~ career
· wasn't bad enough, the injury just kept
• hanging around and has plagued the for•ward throughout his senior season.
· For Scott, it was problems with ineligi. bility in her junior season. Through no
fault of her own, Scott, a transfer from
Northern illinois, was forced to sit out
. several games last year due to questions
about her eligibility.
• Forced to watch her team from the
, b~nch, she felt helpless as inconsistency
, plagued the Racers. But with all that
behind her, Scott and Murray State have
skyrocketed to unprecedented .success in
her senior season.
. · As for Witherspoon, his foot still bothers him, but he's found a way to play
through it and has the Racers primed for
a run at the OVC Tournament Champi, onship.
· He has played his way into the highest
ranks in the hearts of Racer fans during
his four years at Murray State. 'Spoon's
been through it all - three different
coaches, a countless number of teammates, NCAA Tournament trips and
first-round OVC Tournament exits.
' .Perhaps the single-most unselfish bas.kctball player ever to don a Murray State
jersey, Witherspoon is one of a precious
.few collegiate athletes who realize that
it's not all about them.
He has said on several occasions that
Murray State basketball is bigger than
any player, coach or team.
Perhaps most endearing to Racer fans
is Witherspoon's love for the University
and understanding of the tradition of
· Racer basketbalL
.
. .In an interview I did with 'Spoon
before the season started, he said be
thought Murray State had been disrespected by the low preseason ranking it
received from the conference.
It wasn't that Shawn Witherspoon had
• been disrespected, or this year's team
had been disrespected, it was that the
program bad been disrespected.
I wanted to bug the guy right there.
Sure, it wouldn't have been the profes·
sional thing to do, but you just don't hea.r
college basketball players talk like that.
Since that moment, 1 have been a huge
fan of Witherspoon, and I always will be.
·It's for many of the same reasons that
. Racer fans love Scott. After the Racers'
·. 82·70 home loss at Austin Peay Feb. 1,
· . our assistant sports editor went to inter: view Scott for a story immediately after
the game.
·. · ; In a rare turn of events, the loss was
• the Racers' third in four games and Scott
. was distraught. She could barely keep
herself from tears throughout the inter·
view.
• ;rbe thing about it was, she scored 32
points that night. She had one of her best
nights individually, but none of that mat·
tered because her team lost and that was
enough to drive her to tears.
So as the season winds down and tournament time approaches, I hope we take
some time to appreciate these two great
Racers. As for me, I'm proud to say that 1
attended Murray State during the Shawn
Witherspoon and Joi Scott eras.

Tommy Dillard is the sports editor for The
Murray State News. E-mail comments to
thomas.dillard@murraystate.edu.
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Senior smash
Defense, rebounding boost Racers to win
Tommy Dillard
Sports Editor
Racer fans would have been hard
pressed to script a more fitting ending for Murray State's three seniors
on se'nior night Thursday as the Racers defeated Tennessee Tech 60-56.
In addition to clinching a firstround home game in next week's
Ohio Valley Conference Tournament, the Racers watched all three
seniors turn in strong individual performances.
Five-year Racer . Shawn W itherspoon and transfers Ed Horton and
Dwayne Paul's paths to this point
have been anything but parallel, but
on senior night, all three were on top
of their game, giving Murray State a
crucial victory.
Witherspoon secured his first
double-double of the season, scoring
11 points and pulling down 10
rebounds while playing through
still-lingering pain from last season's
foot injury. Witherspoon's mother
was in attendance for the first time
this season.
"He battled, and I'm just happy for
him that his mom got a chance to see
him play," Head Coach Billy
Kennedy said. "I'm just glad he was
able to go off on senior night with a
win, as much as he's put into this
program, it was only fitting that he
got a good bounce on his last three
and was able to rebound Like he did."
Horton caught fire with his jump
shot, scoring a team-high 16 points
and knocking down three from
behind the arc while pulling down
five rebounds.
"Ed's worked hard all year on his
shot," Kennedy said. "... It's good to
see hard work pay off for a kid that's
really put in the time and the effort."
Paul contributed eight points,
pulled down three rebounds and
dished out two assists.
With the win, the Racers are guar·
anteed to finish in at least fourth
place in the conference and could
finish as high as second.
It was defense and rebounding
that saved the day for the Racers
after an atrocious ftrst half offensively in which they shot 25 percent.
But it was Tennessee Tech that
couldn't get anything going offen·
sively in the second half. Murray
State held the Golden Eagles without
a field goal for more than eight min·
utes during an 18·3 run that gave the
Racers a 46-37 lead with 9:30
remaining.
"We stepped up our defensive

Shawn Witherspoon Qoes up for a layup.
intensity," Ed Horton said. ''We had
a lot of energy, we talked on defense
and we did a lot of communicating."
Kennedy said he was proud of the
defensive effort against the usually
high-flying Tech offense.
"To hold them to 56 points, that's
the lowest point total they've had all
year," he said. "You limit the possessions, you limit long rebounds, you
limit athletes making plays and we
were able to do that tonight."
The Racers stifled Tennessee
Tech on the boards, outrebounding
the Golden Eagles 45-31 and holding
Tech to just six offensive rebounds
in the game.
Tennessee Tech came within two
points of the Racers with 1:38
remaining, but Witherspoon bit a
three-pointer that bounced around
the rim several times before finally
falling and Danero Thomas made
good on a drive to the basket with 30
seconds remaining to put the game
on ice for the Racers.
"Danero Thomas made a great
play," Kennedy said. "He was
aggressive and attacked and it wasn't
a perimeter shot. Number two. we
got a good bounce on 'Spoon's
three."
The Racers travel to Tennessee·
Martin Saturday for their final rcgu·
lar season contest before returning
home for fust·round tournament
matchup Tuesday.
With only one weekend remaining
in the season, there is still much

Elo~ine Kightlfhe News

Ray George dunks on a fast break In the Racers' win over Tennessee Tech.
unsolved in the OVC. The only team
that has clinched a seed is regular
season champion Austin Peay, and
the Racers first-round opponent is
still very much up in the air.
"I'm just excited to finish in the
upper part of our league,'' Kennedy

said. "To say we had the chance to
finish near the top, third or second in
our league, is truly a good start for
our first-year program and our firstyear guys."
Tommy Dillard can be reached at
thomas.dillard@murraystate.edu.

NCAA Rifle Championships

Racers get NCAA bid for 27th year
Tommy Dillard
Sports Editor
For the 27th time in 28 years, the
Murray State rifle team is heading to
the NCAA Championships.
ln carrying on one of the richest
traditions in collegiate rifle, the sev·
enth·ranked Racers will travel to the
tournament host, first-place Alaska·
Fairbanks for the competition March
9-10.
The NCAA announced the eight·
team field Tuesday afternoon in
press releases sent to the universities that received bids. Head coach
Morgan Hicks said she received the
press release early in the afternoon
and informed the team of the news
when they arrived for practice.
Hicks said she "had a pretty good
idea" her team would be selected
from looking at statistics following
last weekend's Ohio Valley Conference Championships, but had to wait
for the official announcement.
Hicks said the shooters were
excited and relieved at receiving a
bid to the championships after
weeks of waiting and hoping for the
on-the-bubble Racers.

"They've got trophies all over the
place down here and that puts a lot
of pressure on them," she said.
''They don't want to be the team to
break that tradition and be known as
the team that didn't go (to NCAAs)
that one year. They work really hard
down here every day to uphold that
Murray State tradition."
Senior shooter Brandy Boucherie
knows what it's like to be that team
that doesn't make it to the Championships.
"It was my sophomore year that
we didn't make it at all, and we felt a
lot of pressure and it seemed like a
lot of disappointment from people
here at the University because it is
such a strong tradition that the rifle
team has," Boucherie said.
Each year, the event is held at the
home site of one of its participants,
and this is the fust year that AlaskaFairbanks has hosted the event.
Hicks said she hopes the team will
have time to do some limited sight·
seeing, but that the focus will, of
course. be on the competition.
The Racers will see lots of familiar competition at the championships. Because there are just 32
universities that sponsor Division I

rifle, squads compete at many of the
same tournaments during the regular season, cspedally schools located in the same region.
Murray State will see conference
rival Jacksonville State for the tenth
time this year at the tournament and
will compete against in-state foe
Kentucky for the fourth time this
season. ln addition to the Gamecocks and Wildcats, Alaska-Fairbanks, Nebraska, Texas Christian,
the U.S. Military Academy and the
U.S. Naval Academy also received
bids to the Championships.
Because several teams average
similar scores, parity in the field is
rampant, giving the Racers the
opportunity to realistically finish as
high as fourth· or as low as eighth.
"It kind of forces us to practice
harder and to train harder because
we know there's four or five of those
teams that are aU right there within
the same point range," Boucherie
said. "So the harder we train, the
better prepared we feel .like we are
forNCAAs."
The Racers are coming off the
OVC Championships last weekend,
where the team finished second of
eight squads.

.

Murray State shooters endured a
rough Saturday in which the Racers
found themselves in fourth place
after the smallbon: portion of the
competition, shooting a disappointing 2.253 out of a possible 2.400.
The Racers were able to rebound
on Sunday in air rifle competition.
the team's stronger event, and fin·
ished in second place behind Jacksonville State, shooting a 2.324 out of
2,400 in air rifle.
"I think Saturday our team just felt
the pressure because we knew if we
were on top of our game that day, we
could beat Jacksonville," Boucherie
said. "After we shot Saturday, we all '
had our regular team meetings and
Sunday was a different day. Everyone just had to get up and see what
they could do on Sunday and try to
forget about Saturday."
The Racers finished with an
aggregate score of 4,577 out of a pos·
sible 4,800. Junior Cameron Hicks
was named to the All-OVC first
team in small bore, shooting a 573 out
of 600. Sophomore Bryant Wallizer
made the All·OYC first team in air
rifle, firing a 586.
Tommy Dillard can be reached at
thomas.dillard@murraystate.edu.
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• Laser vision surgery consultations
• Budget & designer eyewear
• Most insurance accepted
• All types of contacts

"jebruary Clearance Sale
10%- 75% Off Selectec19tems
Check it out now!

• f3aqs & "jrames
• Custom M onograming
• Mugs & Water Bottles
• Much Much More!

MSU Employees
We accept your insurance

for your eye exam.
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Warm weather,
crappie; the
perfect combo

RACER TENNIS

...
.•• Senior Dmytro Hryhorash enjoys one of the first outdoor practices of the season earlier this week.
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Women pick up 5-2 win,
men lose 4th ·straight

Santi Tmsley
Contributing writer
With experienced players to lead the way, the
men's and women's tennis
teams are both looking to
reach their goal of earning
an Ohio Valley Conference
championship this season.
Coming off a 6-1 loss to
Missouri.
the
women
stepped up to claim a S-2
victory over St. Louis University, Feb. 18 at the Sunset Tennis Center in St.
Louis, Mo. The team swept
all three doubles matches ·
and won four of six singles
matches.

Seniors
Anna
and
Rachael Lask and Casady
Pruitt played a vital role in
the team's success. Anna
and Rachacl Lask got a win
in No. I doubles and No. 1
and No. 2 singles, while
Pruitt picked up a win at
No.2 doubles and No. 3 singles.
Anna and Rachael Lask
defeated St. Louis's Tara
Grant and Katerina Lozenova 8-2 at No. 1 doubles.
Pruitt paired with Lyndsay
Ottosen to earn an 8·7 victory at No. 2 doubles,
while Adriana Alvarez and
Angela McGahee earned an
s-o shutout in No. 3 doubles.

3b

During singles play, the
seniors had three consecutive set victories at the top
of the line-up with Anna
Lask leading the way in the
No.1 spot.
Senior Casady Pruitt said
that although the seniors
are playing well, they're
not playing their best.
"I know I'm not playing
my best tennis right now,"
she said. "' don't think anyone is playing their best. I
don't think anyone wants to
right now. No one wants to
peak now; the best is yet to
come. It's better to be at
our best later in the season."
Although the team has

We are certainly lucky to have one the
nation's best lakes for crappie fishing in
our backyard.
·
Kentucky Lake draws anglers from
around the world for its superb spring
crappie f1Shlng.
Weather will have
the biggest effect on
the crappie bite this
time of year.
As water temperatures slowly creep
towards the high 50s
and 60s, the preferred of crappies,
the fish will be moving in accordance.
Knowing how the
fish respond to
unpredictable spring
Steve .·.
weather can be the
Mlller .
factor determining
Outdoor columnist
success.
Low water temperatures in February will require ftshing
deeper. The temperature on Kentucky
Lake this Tuesday was 39 degrees.
Schools of ftsh preparing for the spawn
will be on the deeper side of ledges in 15photos by Jeff Slinker/The News
20 feet of water.
Colder water will cause the flSh to be
Junior Hunter Gerlach returns a volley at practice.
lethargic this early, but crappies usually
been playing indoors, the
gles."
fmd that a live minnow put right in front
players are looking ahead
The Racers nabbed a 7-0
of their nose is irresistible, regardless of
victory against Vincennes
to outdoor play as warmer
the water temp.
weather approaches.
in an exhibition match Feb.
Electronics that indicate water temper"You know, I really feel
18 at Kenlake State Resort
ature and structure will be the most usePark Indoor Tennis Center
like our indoor season is
ful tools this time of year. Look for brush
pretty much over with,"
in Aurora.
piles, stumps or rocks on the ledges. A
"We performed really
Head
Coach
Connie
vertical presentation ftshed close to the
Keasling said. "This is the
well because playing after a
cover should ftU your livewell or stringer.
part now where it's outtough match that we lost
As water temperature rises to around
doors, it's conference seathe night before is hard a
the 50s, the fish will begin staging in
lot of times," Head Coach
son and it's a great deal of
depth around 8-12 feet before they make
Mel Purcell said. "And I
fun."
their final push to spawn.
Fine-tuning is an aspect
always play Vincennes
The bigger females will be feeding
because it's an exhibition
both Keasling and men's
heavily to prepare for the laying of eggs.
Head Coach Mel Purcell
match and it doesn't count
Prespawn ftsh are more susceptible- to
said they are really working
on our record, you know,
artificial lures.
on with their teams. The
win or loss. It gives me a
A small grub or tube on a jighead will
chance to maybe look for
men are also working on
be productive at this point. The fish will
their doubles game.
people I can recruit. They
be more willing to chase lures and you
The men's squad faced
always have some good
will not have to ftsh as slow or as close to
teams."
the University of Tencover.
nessee-Chattanooga, Feb.
Although fine-tuning the
Depending on weather fronts, the
team's doubles play will
17 and were defeated 4-3.
action can be phenomenal during this
Purcell says the doubles
greatly enhance the team's
stage.
matches arc what might
chance of making it to the ,
Once wanner weather has been steady
have cost his team the win.
championships, l»urcell is
and the water temperatures reach adeAlthough the doubles
happy his team is starting
quate levels for spawning, flSh can be
matches might be present·
to play well already.
found in water as shallow as 3 feet.
ing a struggle for Murray
"We think we have a
Not all fish will spawn at the same time.
good chance to make a run
State. Purce11 said he feels
The flSh will be spread out and not in
for the conference title this
his team's best tennis will
very big schools. Covering water quickly
year," Purcell said. "That's
show through soon enough.
will be the best technique right now. · •
"But you know, it's
what we're looking forward
Moving quickly is vital at this time
early," Purcell said. "We
tll doing."
because fish will be spread out depending
could have won five and
The women will face
on the stage of the spawn they are in.
six, you, know, just our
Southern Illinois in PaducLocation. location, location is the name
ah March 2. while the men
doubles maybe could've
of the game for spring crappie fishing. It
played a little better, you
travel to Alabama to tackle
is the factor that will change even more
know that takes pressure
Samford March LO.
than your lure in the equation for success.
off us because if we win the
Sarah Tinsley can be
Although the water temperature may
reached at sarah.tinsley@
doubles then we don't have
be prime for action, the ftSh will shut off
murraystate.edu.
to win four out of six sinin the wake of the common cold fronts
that spring brings. At the same time, the
warm fronts may turn the ftSh on so fast
that you will have your limit in a flash:
Keeping a pulse on weather and water
temperature is crucial during the various
stages of spawning. This is one advantage
the locals have over the visitors.
we should be able to locate the flSh by
looking at the conditions of the previous
few days or week. Location can vary from
day to day, or even from hour to hour.
You must be willing to move or change
your tactics. This can be hard to do .for
some who have their favorite spot or
technique to catch papermouths, but • it
will be necessary for best results.
Be as willing and prepared to move like
the fish are this time of year will ·and
increase the numbers of crappie you
catch.
Follow a few key guidelines and you
won't run out of fillets at your fish fries.

Steve Miller is the outdoor columnist at
The Murray State News. E-mail comments
to steven.miller@murraystate.edu.
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Bible Study 9 a.m.
Topic: Book of ReVelation
Refreshments tO a.m.

Calloway Garden/Essex Downs Apartments
1505 Diuguid Drive • Murray, KY 42071

753-8556
TDD 1-800-545-1833 Ext. 283
One- and two-bedroom apartments
Central heat and air
Accepting Applications

Office Hours 8 a.m. -noon

1 p.m. - 5 p.m.
\
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'Breds battle defending SEC champs, fall 8-5
T ollllll}' Dillard
Sports Editor
The Thoroughbreds may be 0-2
after facing Louisville and Kentucky
this week, but the 'Breds are hardly
discouraged after pushing the
nationally recognized Wildcats to
their limit Wednesday.
Kentucky received 18 votes in the
USA Today/ESPN preseason coaches' poll, but Murray State was not
intimidated, taking a tie game into
the seventh inning against the 'Cats.
"Our guys came in and competed
pretty well and we were right there
at the end," Head Coach Rob
McDonald said. "We were one swing
away from tying it up (ln the ninth
inning) and we really played a pretty
good game."
The 'Breds fell 8-S but gave the
Wildcats an early season scare
thanlcs to some red-hot hitting from
senior catcher Jason Payton.
Payton went three-for-four at the
plate, belting a home run and a double and d riving in four of Murray
State's five runs.
Payton has started the season on a
tear, going two-for-three with a
home run and two RBis, and was a
rare bright spot in the 'Breds season
opening 12-2 loss at Louisville Tuesday.
"He's really, really swinging the
bat well and he looks relaxed and
comfortable at the plate," McDonald
said. "He's hitting fastballs, curve-

balls, doesn't matter. If they throw it
in the good part ofthe plate, he hammers it."
Payton's performance wasn't
enough to lift the 'Breds to victory,
though. Kentucky scored one run in
the seventh and three more in the
eighth to build a lead that would
prove to be insurmountable for the
'Breds.
Despite the loss, McDonald said
he was pleased with his team's performance against the Southeastern
Conference power.
"UK has really, in the last few
years. been one of the better hitting
teams in the country, actually," he
said. "... There's an awful lot of
teams that didn't hold them to eight
runs last year and there'll be a lot of
people that don't hold them to eight
runs this year. That's a pretty highpowered offense that do a lot of
things."
Murray State had a chance to tie
the game with one out in the ninth
inning when the 'Breds loaded the
bases for pinch hitter Wes Cunning·
ham. who hit a sacrifice fly to left
field, scoring one run. Right fielder
Jamie Leidolf grounded out to the
pitcher to end the game, stranding
runners on first and second.
The 'Breds did not fare so well at
Louisville Tuesday. Murray State
took a 2·0 lead on the Cardinals in
the first inning on a Payton home
run, but couldn't score the rest of the
game while surrendering 12 runs to
Louisville. The 'Breds were out-hit

IS-S.
McDonald said that while the
Louisville loss was discouraging, he
was heartened by the team's ability
to bounce back against the Wildcats.
..We definitely played better," he
said "It looked like we were just
more comfortable. I told the guys at
Louisville, it looked like we were
just happy to be there, and maybe
they were just happy to be out and
playing a game. Then (against Kentucky), 1 thought it looked like we
played to win."
The 'Breds continue their travels
this weekend with a three-game
series at Mississippi State. The Bulldogs are also receiving national
attention. garnering 10 votes in the
preseason coaches' poll.
McDonald and assistant coach
Paul Wyczawski both served on the
coaching staff at Mississippi State in
the early '90s and McDonald said he
looks forward to taking the 'Breds to
Starkville to face his former school.
"It's one of the great college
atmospheres in the country," he said
"Playing on a weekend down there,
there may be 6,000 or 8,000 people
down there.
"It's a great atmosphere for our
guys to play in. It's gonna be a great
test for us to go in there and play a
series against one of the top programs in the country."
Game times arc 4 p.m. Friday, 2
p.m. Saturday and 1:30 p.m. Sunday.
Tommy Dillard can be reached at
thomas.dillard@murraystate.edu.

Sports Briefs...

Soccer team tallies win
The soccer team participated in a 10-on10 indoor event Sunday in Lexington, Ky.,
going 1-2 in its fU"st action of the spring.
The Racers defeated Bellarmine University 4-0, but fell to the University of Kentucky 2-0 and Kent State 1-o.
Junior Rebekah Clay, who led the team
in points last season with 22, tallied a hat
trick in the 4-Q win, and senior Lacey
Latimer accounted for the team's fourth
goal of the contest:
Head Coach Beth Acreman said she was
pleased with her team's initial perfor-

photo courtesy of athletic department

Catcher Jason Payton arrives at home plate after hlttl09 a home run In the first 1nni1Q
against Louisville Tuesday. The 'Breds went on to lose 12-Z.

Track competes in last regular season meet,
prepares for indoor championships

The track team competed in its last meet before
mance, but said adjustments still have to
the Ohio Valley Conference Indoor Championships
Friday at the Hoosier Hills Invitational.
be made.
"I've seen some improvements from the
Freshman Kassandra Sutzer competed in four
events at the meet hosted by Indiana University and
fall but we still have a lot to work on,"
Acr~:man said in a press release ...We defifmished eighth in the long jump, with a distance of
nitely have to minimize our errors and be
4.99 meters. She aJso competed in the 60-meter dash,
much more composed on the ball. We , 200-meter dash and 4X400 meter relay. Sutzer
improved our play each game of the tourplaced lSth in the 60-meter and 19th in the 200nament, so I know with hard work this
meter.
group will get stronger as the spring conThe Murray State team of Sutzer and fellow freshmen Taylor Crawford, Chelsea Hosey and Meagan
tinues."
Richeson finished the 4X400 in 4:03, good enough
The Racers will next see action March 3
for ninth place.
at the Mayfield Expo Center.

In field events. Hosey, and sophomores Josha
Rogers and Maggie McKay all finished tied for flfth
place in the high jump with a distance of 158 meters.
Richeson finished the 600-meter run in 1:44 to fmish sixth place while sophomore Alail)a Zanin finished 14th out of 30 in the 3000-meter with a time of
11:00.
Crawford placed seventh in the 800-meter run,
coming in at 2:18.
Sophomore jumper Alicia Tempel jumped 3.3S
meters in the pole vault a nd finished sixth.
The Racers will compete in the OVC Indoor
Championships tod ny and S:.tturday in Charleston,
Ill.

..

. .'
..•

MURRAY STATE U NIVERSITY

NEEDS YOU!
EDITOR IN CHIEF
APPLICATIONS
NOW AVAILABLE
We are already gearing up for. the
2007-08 school year, ~nd with that
· comes new faces on our staff. We are
accepting applications for the following editor positions as well as assistant positions in each section. Applications for Editor in Chief must be
returned to Wilson Hall
111 by noon March
5. Interviews
for Editor in
Chief will
be March
13. All othe
applications
are due
March 28.
I
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Jhis Week
~Fri_djx
Play
7:30 p.m., 'Miss
Julie,' Actors' Studio Theater, adults,
faculty and AARP
$8, students free
with Racercard

·· saturday
Senior recital
6:30 p.m., presented
by David McCall,
. tenor, Performing
Arts Hall, admission free

•Sunday
Shakespeare
redtal
3:30 p.m., presented
by the department
of music faculty
and students, Performing Arts Hall,
free admission

··Thursday
Concert
8 p.m., percussion
ensemble, Performing Arts Hall, free
admission

'Play
:7:30 p.m., 'Miss
Julie,' Actors' Studio Theater, adults,
faculty and AARP
$8, students free
with Racercard

· Horseshow

Jehovah's Witnesses
serve by sharing God
Phillip Dishon
Staff writer
They preach door-to-door, by
telephone and to anyone who
will take time to listen.
They are members of Jehovah's Witnesses, and despite
numerous misconceptions about
their beliefs, their religious
views rest entirely on faith.
Shasta O'Neal, Murray· State
administrative secretary for
mectia services, said the religious
beliefs of Jehovah's Witnesses
focus on a selected group of
believers who are destined to
serve God.
She said only a speciall44,000
people will be chosen to be the
servants o{Jehovah in heaven
"We believe that there's a
group going to heaven and a
group staying on earth," O'Neal

said.
As for the afterlife, O'Neal said
Jehovah's Witnesses don't recognize the existence of a hell.
Instead, O'Neal said they believe
in the common grave, or a return
of the deceased to the earth.
O'Neal said not every member of
the Jehovah's Witnesses will be
accepted into heaven because
there are only 144,000 destined
servants of God.
But O'Neal said each follower
must have faith in God's plan.
"That person knows," O'Neal
said. "You just know you're one
of the 144,000. And our main
goal in life is to follow Jesus'
footsteps as close as possible.
Basically, to be balanced."
Aside from the religion's base

~

Have

Faith

beliefs, O'Neal said prayer plays
a dominant role in the daily lives
of Jehovah's Witnesses.
"Prayer is something we do
regularly everyday," O'Neal said.
"We meet together (as a congregation) three times a week."
Because of the large number of
church members, O'Neal said the
congregation divides into two
groups to allow everyone to
worship and take part in theocratic ministry school, a program
to help church members learn
how to spread the word of Jehovah.
"We call, we go door-to-door.
we write letters," O'Neal said.
"Whenever we get the guts up to
(preach), we do it"
Dustin Spears, sophomore
from Murray, was baptized into
Jehovah's Witnesses in 2000. He

courtesy of Shasta O'Neal

Jehovah's Witnesses often witness by knocking on doors and handing out pamphlets such as 'The Watchtower.'
said he chose to join the church
after much of scriptural study
and personal reflection.
"Growing up as a kid. I wasn't
actually a Jehovah's Witness,"
Spears said. ''I listened to what
(church members) said and it
made a lot of sense to me. As a
witness, you actually have to
study up and know what you're
talking about."
After this period of preparation, Spears said he also met with
church elders to dctennine if he
was ready to become a member.
Spears said this method also

allows incoming members to
verify that becoming a part of the
church is their own decision.
"Nothing is force-fed," Spears
said. "You take it pretty seriously."
Since becoming a Jehovah's
Witness, Spears said he has
encountered a mix of acceptance
and opposition.
''A lot of people have different
beliefs," Spears said.
Of this opposition, he said
there are a lot of negative misconceptions about his religious
beliefs.

"''ve been told

people believe we're kind of a
qtlt. Some people will take tllat
preconceived notion as fact."
Still, Spet~rs said the teachings
of Jehovah emphasize understanding.
"It's all about if you don't
agree. lets look it up in the
bible," he said. "We're more
than happy to say what we
believe."
Phillip Dishon can be reached
at phillip.dishon@mu.rraystat,e.
edu.

· 9 a.m., Hunt Seat
Show, Expo Center,
· free admission
•I

Concert
7:30 p.m., Murray
State University
Choirs and the Paducah Symphony
Choir, Luther F.
Carson Four Rivers
Center, tickets $23,
$32 and $38
"ll
depending on seating, students and
faculty free
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Mayer alternated between acoustic and electric throuQhout the show for so119s like 'WaltinQ On The Wortd to Change' and 'BIQCJer than My Body.'

John Mayer,
Mat Kearney bring
6,000 to RSEC
Students, faculty, community members and die· hard fans from places
unknown trekked to the Regional Special Events Center Friday to see John
Mayer and opener Mat Kearney.
Though the RSEC was short of
capacity with a crowd of about 6,000,
it wasn't evident - the building
boomed with ~ach guitar riff and the
screams of the audience members.
some of whom had been waiting since
November for the night to arrive.
After about an hour-long set from
Kearney, Mayer took the stage and
opened with "Belief' from his latest
album, "Continuum."
The set list drew heavily from MContinuum," but Mayer threw in fan
favorites like "Why Georgia," "Bigger
Than My Body" and "No Such Thing"
- he even brought out "Comfortable"
for the encore.
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